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Dear Sir/Madam,
 

 acting on behalf of our Clients, , have
prepared the attached submission regarding the RZLT.
 
As set out, our Clients own four parcels of land which are affected by the draft RZLT mapping and
for the reasons set out within the submission we respectfully request that these lands be
excluded from the RZLT maps.
 
Kind Regards,
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Re: Submission to the Draft Residential Zoned Land Tax Map – Lands at Magheraboy, Ballyfree, 

Carraroe, and Caltragh, County Sligo. 

A Chara, 

 have been appointed by  

of   County Sligo to make this submission to Sligo County Council regarding the 

Draft Residential Zoned Land Tax (RZLT) Map published on November 1st.   

This submission relates to lands in our client’s ownership, located in the townlands of Magheraboy, 

Ballyfree, Carraroe, and Caltragh, County Sligo. These lands are identified on the Draft RZLT Map (shown 

in Figures 2 to 5 which are included following the main body of this letter) under Parcel ID No.’s   

I. SOLA00000828 

II. SOLA00000827 

III. SOLA00000826 

IV. SOLA00000826 
 

We note the Councils request an OSI map at a scale of 1:1000.  However, this scale is too small to include 

the whole of the sites in question. In line with the provisions of Section 653D (3) of the Taxes 

Consolidation Act 1997, we have provided an OSI map at a scale at which the site can be accurately 

identified. In this instance the scale provided is at 1:2,500 for Sites No. 1, no. 2 and no. 4 and Site no. 3 is 

at 1:5,000.   

The draft map affects 4 no. sites that form part of our clients’ landholding, identified within this 

submission as ‘Site 1’, ‘Site 2’, ‘Site 3’, and ‘Site 4’.  The stated area for the 4 no. parcels of land are: 

I. Site no. 1 is c.4.3ha 

II. Site no. 2 is c.3.3ha 

III. Site no. 3 is c. 27.9ha 

IV. Site no. 4 is 6.79ha 

 

Sligo County Council  

RLZT 

City Hall  

Sligo  

F91 PP41  
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mailto:RZLT@sligococo.ie


 

 

 

 

 

2 

The full extent of Sites no. 1 and no. 2 are included in the draft RZLT map, while Sites no. 3 and no. 4 are 

partially included, as shown in Figures 2 to 5.   

This submission is seeking exclusion of these lands from the RZLT map on the basis that the lands do 

not meet the relevant criteria for inclusion, namely the lands are not zoned to facilitate residential 

use. The justification is outlined in the Grounds for Exclusion below with reference to the criteria in 

Section 653B (a-c) of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997, particularly Section 653B(a). 

 

Grounds for Exclusion  

The criteria for inclusion in the RZLT mapping is outlined in section 653B (a-c) of the Taxes 

Consolidation Act 1997. The overarching rationale for inclusion is that land is zoned serviced 

residential development land.  For reference, the criteria of relevance to this submission is given in 

bold black text, with the response given in blue. 

 

“(a) is included in a development plan, in accordance with section 10(2) (a) of the Act of 2000, or 

local area plan, in accordance with section 19(2)(a) of the Act of 2000, zoned— (i) solely or 

primarily for residential use, or (ii) for a mixture of uses, including residential use.” 

(i) solely or primarily for residential use, or 

(ii) for a mixture of uses, including residential use, 

 

Response: The subject lands fall within the Sligo and Environs Development Plan (SEDP) 2010-2016 (see 

Figure 1). The SEDP  2010–2016 has been extended to 2023, and the zoning is carried into the Sligo County 

Development Plan (SCDP) 2017–2023. Under the SEDP 2010-2016, Sites no. 1 and 2 were formally zoned 

‘R3 – Medium/ High Density residential area’. Site no. 3 was formerly zoned both ‘MIX-1 – Mixed Uses 

(non-retail)’ and R3 – ‘Medium/ High Density residential area’, and Site no. 4 was formerly zoned ‘Medium/ 

High Density residential area’, ‘MIX-1 – Mixed Uses (non-retail), and MIX-2 - mixed uses (optional retail 

warehousing)’.  

However, under Variation no. 2 to the SEDP 2010-2016 which was adopted in 2011 all the lands were 

designated as a ‘Strategic Land Reserve’ (SLR) to restrict residential development during the life of the 

Plan, with the exception of one-off rural houses. As stated above, this zoning was carried into the SCDP 

2017-2023. The relevant extract from SEDP 2010-2016 zoning map marked up with the indicative 

boundary of our Client’s sites is included at Figure 1 overpage. 

The SEDP 2010-2016 contains the following policy for SLRs (P-SLR-4):  

“Release lands from the SLR only in exceptional circumstances, i.e.  if the supply of residential land 

proves insufficient during the lifetime of the SEDP. Any land release shall be supported by factual 

evidence and shall conform with the strategic zoning policies outlined in Section 5.2.2. of the SEDP. 

The land release shall be done using the development plan variation procedure.” (emp. added).  

Under the current plan, SCDP 2017-2023, the restrictions to development on lands designated as SLRs 

remain in place, reflected in Section 3.6.1 which states: 

“In exceptional circumstances, should the supply of residential land prove insufficient in any 

settlement during the lifetime of the CDP, it will be possible to release lands from the strategic 

reserve through the development plan variation procedure. The need for any such rezoning shall 
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be demonstrated by factual evidence. Building on lands in the Strategic Land Reserve shall be 

restricted to certain categories of development, such as individual rural houses for specific 

categories of persons, social and special needs housing, community facilities and other non-

residential developments, provided that they do not prevent the future comprehensive and co-

ordinated development of adjoining lands.” (emp. added) 

Figure 1 Our Client’s Sites delineated in blue zoned ‘SLR - Strategic Land Reserve’ under SEDP 2010-2016 

The policy position of P-SLR-4 (SEDP 2010-2016) is further reflected in the Strategic Zoning Policies of 

SCDP 2017-2023 under Policy SP-Z-4, as follows: 

“On lands included in the Strategic Land Reserve, permit the development of the following, insofar as 

they do not adversely impact on the potential for comprehensive and co-ordinated development of 

surrounding lands: 

- individual houses for landowners, including their sons and daughters, who wish to build a 

first home for their permanent occupation on the landholding associated with their principal 

family residence where they have lived for a minimum period of seven years; 

- social and special-needs housing; 

- community facilities and other non-residential developments compatible with residential 

uses; 

- student accommodation.” 
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In line with the relevant policies that apply to SLR lands under both SEDP 2010-2016 and SCDP 2017-

2023, it is thus evident that our Client’s lands which are subject to the SLR designation do not benefit 

from an appropriate land use zoning to facilitate residential development (except under the limited 

circumstances set out above, i.e. one-off housing, special needs housing etc) and as such, do not fulfil 

the relevant criteria in section 653B (a) of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997. 

 

Conclusion  

Based on the above it is not reasonable to consider that our clients lands are capable of being developed 

at this time due to the current zoning.  

Under the SEDP 2010-2016 and SCDP 2017-2023, the 4 sites are zoned Strategic Land Reserve (SLR) which 

expressly precludes any development taking place on the lands until such time as the planning authority 

rezones the lands by way of variation or through the development plan review process. Accordingly, the 

4 no. sites which are the subject of this submission do not meet the relevant criteria outlined in section 

653B (a) of the Taxes Consolidation Act 1997 (as amended) which makes clear that the lands must be 

zoned for residential or mixed use in a development plan.  

On this basis, this submission requests that our clients’ lands are removed from the RZLT map.  

Please contact our offices if you require further information.  

 

Is mise le meas, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2 RZLT Parcel Location Site No. 1 



 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3 RZLT Parcel Location Site No. 2



 

 

 

 

 

 Figure 4 RZLT Parcel No. 3 



 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5 RZLT Parcel Location Site No. 4 
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